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Editors

Stephan Wassong is Full Professor at the German Sport University Cologne where he is Head 
of  the Institute of  Sport History and Director of  its Olympic Studies Centre since 2009. From 
2006 till 2009 he was Associate Professor at Liverpool Hope University, GB. He is Executive 
Director of  the international study programme Master of  Arts in Olympic Studies and member 
of  the International Olympic Committee’s Olympic Education Commission. Since 2018 he has 
been President of  the International Pierre de Coubertin Committee which is an IOC recognized 
WZOIVQbI\QWV��0M�Q[�I�NW]VLQVO�UMUJMZ�WN �\PM�;KQMV\QÅK�+WUUQ\\MM�WN �\PM�1V\MZVI\QWVIT�7TaUXQK�
Academy (IOA). Professor Wassong is widely published on the national and international level. 
0Q[�ÅMTL[�WN �ZM[MIZKP� QVKT]LM��IUWVO[\�W\PMZ[�� \PM�PQ[\WZa�WN � \PM�UWLMZV�7TaUXQK�5W^MUMV\��
7TaUXQK�-L]KI\QWV�� \PM�7TaUXQK�IV\Q�LWXQVO�ÅOP\�� NW]VLI\QWV�IVL�LM^MTWXUMV\�WN � \PM�17+¼[�
Athletes Commission, sport for all in the Olympic Movement, and socio-cultural aspects of  sport 
and physical education in the USA. He has been appointed Adjunct Professor in the School of  
Health Sciences at the University of  Canterbury, New Zealand, and Visiting Professor in the 
Faculty of  Health Sciences at the University of  Johannesburg, South Africa. Since 2012 he has 
been invited as a lecturer at the International Olympic Academy regularly. In 2022 was awarded 
the Vikelas Award of  the International Society of  Olympic Historians for his research on the 
Olympic Movement. 

Ian Culpan is Emeritus Professor in the School of  Health Sciences and the former Head  of  
the School of  Sciences and Physical Education at the University of  Canterbury, New Zealand. 
He has strong research interests in physical education teacher education (PETE), Curriculum 
Development, Pedagogy, the socio-cultural aspects of  Sport and Olympic/Olympism Education. 
0M�PI[�I�PQOP�QV\MZVI\QWVIT�XZWÅTM��TML�IVL�LQZMK\ML�UIVa�VI\QWVIT�QVQ\QI\Q^M[�QV�XPa[QKIT�ML]KI\QWV�
and has published nationally and internationally. He established and is co-director of  the New 
Zealand Centre for Olympic Studies and is on the Executive Board of  the Global Foundation for 
Community Health and is a Senior Advisor to the Global Forum for Physical Education Pedagogy, 
and the Asian Council of  Exercise and Sport Science. Professor Culpan teaches in the Master of  
Arts in Olympic Studies at the German Sports University of  Cologne and the Masters of  Olympic 
Studies, Olympic Education, Organisation and Management of  Olympic Events at the University 
of  Peloponnese. He is the immediate Past President of  the New Zealand Olympic Academy, and 
is the immediate past President (Oceania) for the Federation Internationale d’Education Physique 
(FIEP).  Professor Culpan has twice been awarded the International Olympic Committee Trophy 
for Education and Sport (2000) and 150 years Pierre de Coubertin, Sport a School of  Life (2013). 
Professor Culpan has been an education consultant for several multinational corporations and 
has served on UNESCO’s 2013 expert advisory group for developing Policy on Quality Physical 
Education. 
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Emilio Fernández Peña is a Communication Professor at the Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona (UAB) and has been head of  its Olympic Studies Centre since December 2009. He is 
the founder and director of  the Sports Research Institute UAB which joins 40 senior researchers 
NZWU� ��� LQٺMZMV\� LMXIZ\UMV\[�� <PQ[� 1V[\Q\]\M� IVITabM[� [XWZ\[� _Q\P� I� [\ZWVO� U]T\QLQ[KQXTQVIZa�
and interdisciplinary approach. Emilio is a doctor in Communication from the Basque Country 
University with Outstanding Award (2001). He is the creator and teacher of  the Massive Online 
Course (MOOC) The Olympic Games and the Media which was launched in 2014 on Coursera 
and it has had more than 8,000 enrolled students since its creation. Dr. Fernández Peña has been 
the promoter and main designer of  the new degree on Interactive Communication in UAB, which 
is oriented to train the students with a holistic vision of  technology, allocated in the intersection 
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Media in the Global Sport: Strategies and Practice, Routledge (2023). He is a member of  the 
;KQMV\QÅK�+WUUQ\\MM�WN �\PM�1V\MZVI\QWVIT�7TaUXQK�)KILMUa��0M�PI[�JMMV�QV\MZ^QM_ML�Ja�UMLQI�
outlets such as BBC, CNN, or Folha de São Paulo, among many others.  He has collaborated in 
\PM�ÅMTL�WN �[WKQIT�VM\_WZS[�_Q\P�\PM�1V\MZVI\QWVIT�7TaUXQK�+WUUQ\\MM��17+��IVL�PM�PI[�_WZSML�
on the design of  the television exhibition of  the IOC Olympic Museum in Lausanne (2014). 
He is a regular invited lecturer to the University of  Southern California, Los Angeles, and the 
International Olympic Academy.

Arnaud Richard is currently Full Professor in the Faculty of  Literature and Humanities at the 
University of  Toulon (France). Since 2017, he is the President of  the French National Olympic 
Academy. Professor Arnaud Richard is also President of  the expert group in Terminology for the 
French Ministry of  Sport, Olympic and Paralympic Games. He is a member of  the Education 
committee of  FISU (International University Sport Federation). He has been a lecturer and invited 
professor at international universities like the University of  California (Berkeley), the University 
of  Cape Town, University of  Salerno, University of  Tsukuba, University of  Taipei, as well as the 
International Olympic Academy, among many others. He is the author of  more than 40 books, 
book chapters and academic articles, in applied linguistics and communication.
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Preface

Online Lecture Series of the International Pierre de 
Coubertin Committee

When Pierre de Coubertin delivered his famous radio speech The Philosophic Foundation of  
modern Olympism on 4 August 1935, he stated that celebrating and understanding the Olympic 
Movement and Olympism meant to lay claim to history. Let us extend this view to promote a 
contemporary reading of  Coubertin. An objective assessment of  the growing complexity of  the 
Olympic Movement requires a generation and dissemination of  substantial Olympic knowledge. 

Without a doubt, various initiatives already exist with the aim to promote and disseminate Olympic 
knowledge. The International Pierre de Coubertin Committee (IPCC) made a contribution in 2021 
IVL������Ja�WZOIVQbQVO�IV�WVTQVM�TMK\]ZM�[MZQM[��<PM�IQU�_I[�\W�WٺMZ�U]T\Q�IVL�QV\MZLQ[KQXTQVIZa�
topics providing knowledge on Pierre de Coubertin, a modern reading and application of  his 
concept of  Olympism as well as the contemporary aspects of  modern Olympic Movement. 

The lecture series for teachers of  the IPCC network of  Coubertin Schools and members of  
National Pierre de Coubertin Committees were a success and enjoyed high number of  attendees. 
This success has motivated the IPCC Executive Board to upload all presentations on the IPCC 
website and make them available for researchers. It also motivated the Editorial Board of  Diagoras 
International Academic Journal to publish full articles of  almost all the lectures. Therefore, the 
lectures are not only available to members of  the IPCC but also to a broader audience composed 
of  colleagues at Olympic Studies Centres. 

The editorial team of  Diagoras is grateful to all involved in the online lecture series and for 
making available their articles.

Prof. Stephan Wassong
Prof. Ian Culpan

Prof. Emilio Fernández Peña
Prof. Arnaud Richard
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